Flanders, at the east and north, recognised the  au-
thority of the King of Spain.

This territory was more sparsely peopled than lfc
is to-<3ay. The population of France was estimated
at sixteen millions, and it did not exceed that niA*n-
ber. Since then it has more than doubled, though
when compared with other European nations of the
seventeenth century, the country seemed very popu-
lous, and travellers were impressed by the number
of its people. Yet great sections that are now fertile
land were then the home of wild beasts, or tenanted
by a few scattering and half-barbarous occupants;
mucln of the forest by wnich Gaul was originally
covered had been cleared away, but thousands and
hundreds of thousands of acres were still timber
land. Game of many kinds abounded, not only
birds and small game, but deer, wolf, and bear. In
the Forest of Ardennes, in .the defiles of Auvergne,
the riunter could find great sections of land as nature
left them, in which wild beasts were more abundant
than they now are in any part of the United States.

It was not only the primeval forest, but the
primeval swamp that checked cultivation. "Vast
expanses of low, wet land were still undrained;
rivers and streams overflowed, carrying destruction
along- their shores; the conquest of the soil by man
was still far from complete.

"""""The condition of the people varied greatly in
different sections : while in some provinces a reason*-
able prosperity was found, in others extreme poverty
was -widespread. The peasant's home was usually
a mere hut, built of mud        c^ften without winelowst of tht
